
 
The site is not supported by the Waverley Local Plan or the Farnham Neighbourhood Plan 
(FNP). Within the FNP the town council has identified sufficient sites to accommodate the 
assessed need for housing during the plan period until 2032 and Badshot Lea has played its 
part in that process. There is nothing to suggest that the FNP will not provide the identified 
number of homes over the plan period until 2032. 
 
Badshot Lea currently has three sites under construction providing 171 homes and another two 
sites recently completed providing 165 homes. Together they will provide 336 homes, of which 
139 (39%) will be affordable. All within 800 metres of the centre of Badshot Lea and all at the 
expense of the green fields around our village. Also, the FNP contains another site, 250 meters 
from the application site, that will provide another 100 homes. Badshot Lea is providing a 
significant number of market and affordable homes. There cannot be any justification for 
developing this greenfield site based on local need. The applicant will continue to justify 
development through the lack of progress on sites 25 kilometres away whilst ignoring the 
provision of over 6000 new homes recently built or currently planned within 5 kilometres of the 
site. The cumulative effect of 336 additional homes, together with 600+ cars on our already 
congested roads, is yet to be fully experienced and is certain to have a detrimental impact on the 
everyday lives of the local community. 
 
The development of the site will close the last nature corridor along Lower Weybourne Lane that 
links the open fields to the south and the nature reserve and strategic gap to the north. The 
United Kingdom`s record on bio diversity is poor, something the government is keen to improve, 
and this development could have a hugely detrimental impact on local nature conservation. 
We should not be adding to the problem through unplanned development that will create urban 
sprawl and merge the settlements of Badshot Lea and Weybourne in direct conflict with policy 
FNP11 which seeks to prevent coalescence between the two settlements. 
With reference to the design and layout the applicant claims: This is reflective of the previous full 
detailed application approach, which neither the Council, the Inspector, or the Secretary of State 
raised any concerns with. There have been many concerns raised on this matter particularly 
regarding the density, which is higher than all other recent developments and is considerably 
higher than its neighbours.The inclusion of three-story buildings is totally out of keeping with the 
character of Badshot Lea and clearly just their standard formulae as per their development of 
400 homes at Ash Lodge Park just 3 kilometres from this site.  
 
The Farnham Design Statement for Badshot Lea states: `New development should reflect the 
character and density of the area in which it is proposed and should be sympathetic to the 
existing built environment`. This application does not comply with that requirement. 
Although the appeal decision of June 2021 raised no objection to the design and layout the 
updated NPPF of July 2021 now refers to the National Design Guide which among other things 
seeks to provide character and identity in new development. This application provides neither of 
these things and should no longer be acceptable to those involved in making planning decisions 
and certainly not acceptable to the local community. 
 
The applicant based the site access requirements on the basis that a higher-than-average flood 
risk existed at the main entrance and therefore a secondary emergency entrance was required. 
This is highly controversial locally and the secondary entrance seen as having the potential to 
become a `rat run` through Badshot Park at a later stage. 
 
The applicant now claims that the issue of potential flooding at the main entrance has now been 
resolved. Therefore, there is no justification now for a secondary entrance other than through 
the poor design and minimum standards of the on-site roads. There are much larger sites than 
this that function perfectly well with one entrance. The access proposals are unacceptable. 
With regard to Well Designed Places Para 126 of the NPPF encourages effective engagement 



between applicants and communities throughout the process. 
 
For obvious reasons there is no mention of local consultation with this application as there has 
been none. The residents have had no contact from the applicant since October 2013 when 
they chose to ignore all the comments from the local community. They now submit this same 
unacceptable scheme for the third time in the hope of finding a weak point in the planning 
system. The application concerns a site within Badshot Lea, a community that has embraced 
the need for change and has accepted a substantial amount of planned new housing. 
This applicant should be refused. 

 
 


