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From the Farnham Herald Roll of Glory 1916

Frederick Mansey, (Shortheath)

William Bicknell, (The Bourne)

George Novell, (Tilford)

Charles Jesse Cranham, (Wecclesham)

Soldiers of the 7th Queen’s killed on the Somme.
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Foreword
In recent years there has been a revived interest in Remembrance Day and in Badshot
Lea the attendance at the War Memorial has increased. This may be due to current events
in Iraq or publicised visits of World War 2 veterans to their former battlefields. It could also
be linked to the 90th anniversary of the Great War and poignant interviews on T V with the
dwindling number of survivors of the earlier conflict. On the Badshot Lea Memorial the 35
names of men who fell in 1914-19 greatly outnumber the dead of the Second World War.
This is true of most village memorials. Sadly, however, their identities and stories have
largely been forgotten.
Last year my wife and I began to research our village’s Great War casualties and in doing
so we examined the Farnham Herald Archives, which are held on microfilm at the Museum
of Farnham. It soon became apparent that here we have a unique record of how Farnham
and its villages reacted in the crisis. It also revealed the role of the paper in disseminating
information and influencing public opinion. It is clear that “spin” is nothing new and one can
see how what we now call “the media” was progressively used and moulded by
government to help the war effort. Nevertheless the pages of the Herald reveal that
despite the hardships the spirit of Farnham was not broken. Not even when casualties
mounted, and the whole population were sucked into total war. The subject has of course
been well covered before by Bill Ewbank-Smith, in “Farnham in War and Peace”, but it was
felt worthy of further investigation.

Introduction
Because of the proximity of Aldershot, later styled “The Home of the British Army”, the
people of Farnham found themselves very near the centre of activities when war was
declared. Badshot Lea, wedged between the two towns, owed its very existence to
Aldershot. Although it was, and still is, politically part of Farnham the influence of its upstart neighbour was strong.
Badshot Lea had sprung up on a small common, which was enclosed with others in
Farnham Parish at the time the War Department acquired the military lands and
established the camp. The influx of new residents included many who had built Aldershot
and worked in the town, as well as the families of serving soldiers and ex-servicemen.
They could set their watches by the time gun at Gun Hill. The army was part of day-to-day
life in the village as well as in Farnham.

1914.
Like the rest of the nation, the people of Farnham enjoyed that long hot summer which has
often been referred to as golden. No doubt the town elders believed they were making
progress. The Hale and Badshot ward had recently been taken over by the Urban District
Council, from the Rural District, with plans to extend the sewerage system into those parts.
This was long overdue because both villages were, frankly, squalid. That very June,
Badshot Lea Schools had been closed for 3 weeks because of a diphtheria outbreak.
However, the children were able to hold their annual sports day at the end of July at Park
Farm. Badshot Lea’s Priest in Charge, the Rev Durrant, took his parishioners to
Portsmouth on their annual outing as usual, while volunteers at the Conservative Working
Men’s Club spent their evenings painting the building. Plans were under way to erect a
new Parsonage. These were among the last peacetime events reported in the Herald’s
edition of 1/8/14. The war was to delay the drainage scheme but not the Parsonage.
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At first, only the discerning few had been worried by assassinations in the far off Balkans
and Germanic sabre rattling, but as August arrived a patriotic war fever caught on. In
Aldershot the headquarters staff of the small but highly efficient British Expeditionary Force
had already prepared contingency plans for deploying to France in their “War Book”. On
August 4th they put them into force. The press were requested not to report on the
departure of the BEF, but trains were soon rattling their way through Farnham bound for
Southampton. Rumours of German spies were rife, and German nationals were interned.
A company of the 4th London Territorials were based at Farnham Station to guard the line.

Mobilisation.
The infantry battalions in 1914 had a peacetime strength of about 600 men, which could
be reinforced rapidly to 1,000 by calling up reservists. Regiments usually had two regular
battalions and one or more territorial battalions. They were county based and Farnham
had a long traditional association with the Queen’s Royal (West Surrey) Regiment. The
Herald took a particular interest in the Regiment, whose badge was the Lamb and Flag. At
the outbreak of war the 1st Battalion, the Queen’s were stationed at Bordon, and telegrams
were sent to 580 reservists to bring it up to strength. The 2nd Battalion were in South Africa
and they were brought back to Southampton by 19th September, before going to Fance.
E Company of 5th Queen’s (Territorial) Battalion were based in the Drill Hall, in Bear Lane,
Farnham. They were at their annual camp on Salisbury Plain when the war started and
they were recalled. Territorials were only liable to serve in a home defence role, but almost
to a man the 5th Queen’s volunteered to serve overseas. They were quickly posted to
India to free a regular battalion for the front. There was later an appeal in the Herald for
relatives to return any service equipment left at home to Guildford “It is regimental
property”. (Herald, 21/11/14)

Territorials at Farnham Station
There was great excitement when the reservists, the older ones with Boer war experience,
were called up. The Badshot Lea children were given leave from school to see their dads
off to war. The Herald was not entirely happy with what it saw. “In all seriousness we hope
we shall not see many scenes like one we witnessed on Farnham platform on Wednesday
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afternoon, with thirty reservists going to join their regiments. Most of them were under the
influence of drink. A well-known publican was alternately playing a flute and drinking with
the men. There was raucous singing of so-called patriotic songs. And in the rear women
weeping for the men they love and may never see again.” (Herald, 8/8/14)

Reservists marching to Farnham Station
The same issue recorded the call up of some other reservists – the civilian horses.
Retired Colonel Allatt, who was a Rural District Councillor and President of the Badshot
Lea Conservative Club, was put in charge of the local Army Remount Department. He had
powers to requisition. “By 5am Wednesday morning, Col Allatt was with Mr Aldridge,
Manager of Watney, Combe and Reid, and by 7am three of the brewery horses were in
Aldershot, having been bought at a fair market price”. Bus services were slashed when the
army requisitioned Traction Company vehicles.
Milk deliveries were disrupted when men were called up and horses requisitioned. It was
the tip of an iceberg. Taylor and Anderson took out a large advertisement to customers
warning that coal deliveries were held up through loss of horses. (Herald, 21/11/14.) In the
first two weeks of the war the army requisitioned 140,000 animals.
The war was only a fortnight old when a tragic fatality occurred. The trigger-happy London
Territorials had fired at a mysterious light on the line near Wrecclesham Bridge but no one
was hurt. (Herald,22/8/14). However at the railway bridge between Weybourne and
Badshot Lea Pte Calfe shot a man who failed to stop when challenged. He died next day
in the Cambridge Hospital. The victim, James Carroll of Notra Dame, Church Road,
Aldershot, turned out to be deaf. The inquest found that Calfe was only obeying orders, but
the Londoners were soon replaced by men of the Kings Liverpool Regiment. (Herald,
29/8/14).

Recruitment
Like every newspaper in the country, the first wartime issue of the Herald carried official
recruiting advertisements “Your King and Country need You” etc. It also warned against
hoarding and profiteering. “Any tradesman who charges one farthing more than is fair is a
thief and a traitor to his country”. (Herald, 8/8/14)
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The need to support those impoverished by the emergency was recognised at the outset
and plans were made. A Badshot Lea War Relief sub-committee met in the Mission Room.
Chaired by the Rev Durrant, its membership was drawn from the usual pool of village
worthies. “They were dead against helping loafers, who were not out of employment
because of the war” (Herald, 29/8/14)
At town level, the Farnham Recruiting Committee met at the Drill Hall, in Bear Lane, to
discuss tactics. There was already a Territorial recruiting arrangement, but it was felt the
committee should act for all the services. There was a need to join Kitchener’s Army as
soon as possible. “You can’t train a soldier in five minutes.” Recruiting for the New Army
opened in Farnham on 31st August and meetings were held in the villages. The one at
Badshot Lea Schools was perhaps typical. On the platform were the Chairman, the
redoubtable Rev Durrant, General McCausland, Colonel Allatt and his friend and
neighbour John Henry Knight.
Colonel Allatt explained that it had begun as a racial war- “the German Teuton against a
combination of the Slav and the Latin Celt.” England was drawn in to support Belgian
neutrality and independence. Then he spoke about the British Army. “Usually a man
volunteered for six years with the colours. The strength of the British Army was this six
years training and a close association between officers and privates. It was the most
democratic army in the world. (Applause). So join up for the duration of the war. Lord
Kitchener wanted half a million more men and he would get them. (Applause.) And if he
wanted another half million he would get them also. (Renewed applause.)”. Mr Morton
Latham spoke a few words about relief at home and the arrangements for the care of the
wives, children and dependants. It was a successful meeting which terminated with the
singing of the National Anthem.” (Herald, 12/9/14)
Those that answered the call included the brightest and best of the town’s young men.
William Bicknell, of Bourne Fruit Gardens lied about his age. He was only 15 years and 10
months when he joined up. Farnham Recruiting Officer, Sgt Austin, was soon able to
report that 450 men had enlisted. (12/9/14). To encourage recruitment the Herald
published the volunteer’s names in its “Roll of Honour” each week. The Lea’s Roll of
Honour was published on 12th September, but there was obviously a bit of double
counting.
Albert Edward Hill
Arthur Marshal
Charles Crease
Charles Rout
Ernest James Holdup
Frederick Bright
Harry Roe
Henry Keen(s)
Robert Wooderson
Thomas Smith
Walter Roe
William James Marshall
William Parker
-- Harmsworth
Fred Brazier
Arthur Rockell
William G Church

Alex Thomas Boulton
Chas Cox
Charles Edward Taylor
Edwin Hunt
Frank Gohery
George Stevens
Henry Bramley
Henry Wilkinson
Samuel Hewins
Thomas Woodley
William Church
William John Jones
William Sawkins
----Giles
William Edwards
William Crumplin
Arthur T Church

Arthur John Cox
Charles Cope
Charles Hunt
Ernest Cocks
Frank Wilfred Loveland
George Walker
Henry Hawes
Percy Bulbeck
Thomas George Jones
Walter Giles
William Hunt
William Joseph Groom
Ernest Holdup
Walter Rowe
Charles Rout
Charles Creese
Frank Gohery

Frank Hill
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The Herald was avidly read at the Front and it regularly carried letters from men in the
services. It became a vital link with home as the conflict intensified. Ninety years later it is
still difficult not to be moved by what those brave but perhaps naïve men wrote.
“We have received the following letter from a squad at the Queen’s Regiment, Milton
Barracks, Gravesend, Kent signed by 18 of “Farnham’s Happiest Heroes”. (Privates S
Bowles, H Maidment, C Alder, A Piper, H Moore, W Fry, W Williams, J H Harding, H
Harding, A E West, W F Whiting, J B Voller, J White, E J Holdup, C Newman, T Downs, C
May, and D Lamport.
No doubt the readers of the Herald will be pleased to know how the recruits from Farnham
are getting on in their new home. Although most of us have been sent to different
barracks, there are still 18 of us young Farnham men together in Milton Barracks. We had
a hearty send off from Farnham and we are all proud to think that we can each do a little to
keep the Germans out of England, which so far has held its own. Our only hardships are
sleeping on bare floors and having to rush for food but we shall get over this difficulty in a
few days, which is only due to the fact that owing to a large amount of enlistments in a
short time, the authorities have not had time to make accommodation. We will be pleased
to see the rest of the young Farnhamites here, as we can thoroughly assure them a good
time and an excellent reception by us all. Trusting you will publish this letter for the good of
Old England. We remain (some of) “ Farnham’s Happiest Heroes”. (Herald, 12/9/14)
By 1918, eight were dead. Cpl John Harding, 1st Queen’s, from Rowledge, died of wounds
near Arras, after winning the M M and Bar. Ernest Holdup, the Treasurer and trombonist
of the Badshot Lea Brass Band was killed in the mud at Passchendaele, while serving with
the 10th (Service) battalion, the Queen’s. He has no known grave.
Of course not all of Farnham’s volunteers entered the Queen’s but many did. Of the men
commemorated on the Badshot Lea War Memorial, eight served in the Kitchener (Service)
Battalions, one in the first Battalion and three more with the Territorials. Another two had
served with the Regiment before being transferred to other units.

Crowds waiting to see Kitchener’s recruits off to training from the Corn Exchange
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In the early months of the war a routine was established whereby those who had
previously volunteered were collected from outlying villages and taken to the Recruiting
Office in the Corn Exchange. From there they were marched to the station, where wellwishers usually issued them with cigarettes.

The Herald had quickly set up its own “Tobacco Fund”, to send cigarettes to the Front.
There were collection points around the district, including Mrs McCarthy’s shop in Lower
Weybourne Lane, Badshot Lea.
Meanwhile, Territorial and New Army troops began to flood into what was effectively an
extension of Aldershot Military District. Farnham itself was classified as a restricted area,
and hosted battalions of the King’s Liverpool Regiment, some of whom were billeted in
private houses. Rowledge built up a very close relationship with the 8th Devonshire
Regiment and later with the 9th Seaforth Highlanders. Their sad fate on the Somme was
recorded in the Parish Magazines as well as the Herald and both these battalions are still
commemorated in the St James’s Church porch. A company of 270 men of the Army
Service Corps were encamped at Runfold from where they attended Church parade in St
George’s Church, Badshot Lea. (Herald, 13/2/15)
Perhaps best remembered is the large camp at Frensham, used by Kitchener’s Army. The
common had been regularly used for summer camps before the war and the first of the
Kitchener units to be stationed there were from 23rd Division. Major Gen Babbington
established his headquarters in the Frensham Ponds Hotel and the Mariners became an
officer’s mess. Mrs Dolman, of Averly Towers, arranged a collection of socks for the
soldiers. The Frensham villagers organised a canteen for the men in a marquee. At first
the troops had almost no equipment but over several visits Herald reporters commented
on their rapid transformation into real soldiers.

The Voluntary Aid Detachments.
In 1914 women were still campaigning for the vote but the women’s suffrage organisations
suspended their political activities for the duration of hostilities. Many ladies had already
joined the existing Red Cross voluntary aid detachments. In expectation of casualties,
extra hospitals were opened. They eventually numbered four in Farnham.
Best recorded is Waverley Abbey Hospital, which was established by Mrs Rupert
Anderson as an auxiliary to the Cambridge Military Hospital. Mrs Anderson was
Commandant throughout the war. The hospital opened on 23rd September 1914 and by
March 1919, 5,019 patients had been treated, including many Belgian soldiers. Royal
visitors included King Albert of the Belgians.
Frensham Hill, now Frensham Heights School, became a major military hospital. As
casualties mounted extra wards were opened in 22 wooden huts. An auxiliary hospital to
Frensham Hill was opened in March 1915 at The Highlands, Shortheath. It was here that
Gwen Ware, the author of “ A Rose in Picardy”, received her initial training. Highlands had
51 beds when it closed in February 1919. Mrs Lewin lent her house in what is now
Latchwood Lane, Lower Bourne, to the Frensham Voluntary Aid Detachment. It became
the Hill Auxiliary Hospital with 32 beds with Miss Gore-Brown as Commandant. Another 30
beds were added in 1916, housed in wooden huts. It had treated 1,930 patients by the
time it closed in February 1919. (Herald, 8/2/19)
In Wrecclesham an appeal was made for those not already involved to join “the
Emergency League of Helpers”. They needed invalid cooks, ward attendants, laundresses,
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kitchen attendants, home workers, bicycle messengers and people for a general
entertainment branch. Special Constables were sworn in. There were 198 in the Farnham
Division, which included Camberley. Badshot Lea had five. (Herald, 29/8/14). From now on
everyone was expected to “do their bit”.

The Hill Auxiliary Hospital, Lower Bourne.

Casualties
Before the war Badshot Lea families often walked to Aldershot to watch a parade, admire
the troops at the Cavalry Barracks or see the King and Queen at the Royal Pavilion.
Famous regiments were household names. Many a local girl had fallen for a soldier in his
bright full dress uniform. However, when the BEF departed in August they wore the khaki
of modern warfare. Most had been confident of early victory and believed it would all be
over by Christmas. When hostilities started, the first reports in the Herald conveyed a
strange mixture of excitement and horror. Then as news came of local men killed, the
Herald included a “Roll of Glory” as well as the “Roll of Honour”.
“Lance Corporal Parfitt, 9th Lancers, who went through the battle of Mons, took part in the
saving of the guns of L Battery RFA. He is now spending a short leave with his sister, Mrs
Turner of 1 Orchard Cottages, Badshot Lea. Parfitt was with a patrol sent to a village
about 2 miles from Mons to ascertain enemy strength. Turning the corner they saw there
was at least half an army coming. On retiring from the charge they saw the guns of L
Battery were out of action. Led by Captain Grenfell, Parfitt’s squadron successfully
brought out all the guns, not one being lost.
In the charge the 4th Dragoon Guards were on the left flank, with 18th Hussars in the centre
and we were on the right flank. We charged clean through the wire entanglement and the
German infantry right to the artillery guns and on getting through we found the gunners
had “hopped it”. As soon as we retired, new gunners came up and shelled us to blazes. I
saw my troop officer drop out of the saddle, just as he was drawing his sword, when we
were starting to charge. Neither my horse nor myself sustained a scratch. Our horses had
not had a drink from 6 pm until 3 o’clock next afternoon. As soon as we got near water you
could not have held them in. They pulled us into the river in their eagerness for water. We
took away from England some of the finest horses you could wish for but after what they
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had gone through, their bones stuck out so you could have used them for clothes horses”
(Herald, 7/11/14.)
The “Roll of Glory.” on 21st November listed Pte Frederick Buswell, of the 2nd Queen’s,
who was an old boy of Badshot Lea Council School. Frederick died of wounds on 10th
November aged 22. He was the son of Cpl F A Buswell (RAMC) of Farnham and was
buried in Wimereux Communal cemetery. His name is on the Hale War Memorial.
Pte E Porter, (Ted) of the 1st Hants Regiment and son of Mrs Porter of Hickleys Cottages,
Badshot Lea, was a little luckier. Ted saw action during the retreat from Mons and was cut
off and captured at Le Cateau. The Herald published his somewhat pathetic note home
from a prison camp at Sennelarger, Germany.
“ Just a postcard hoping you are all quite well, as I am pleased to say I am quite well and
in the best of health, but I will be glad when the war is over to get back home again. Can
you send me something to eat? You know what to send, also as many Woodbines as
possible, as we can get nothing here, but we are allowed to receive it.. Send cake if
possible but don’t forget the fags. We are allowed to have 10 lbs in weight sent to us. Do
what you can and as quickly as possible. Send some chocolates.” (Herald, 31/10/14) Ted
survived and married Amy Baker in 1919. However his Brother, Ernie, was killed in action
on 3/4/18 while serving with the 2/6th Warwicks.

Ted Porter
Captured at Le Cateau

Ernie Porter
Killed on the Somme

The early use of the Royal Marine Light Infantry had been one of Winston Churchill’s bright
ideas. Men from Farnham had rushed down to enlist in the Portsmouth Battalion. The unit
provided a fast track into action when they were sent to help defend Antwerp. Although the
town fell the British delayed this for two valuable days. Local men with very little training
were in the thick of it.
“Mrs Marshall, also of Hickley’s Cottages, Badshot Lea has received an intimation that her
son Pte A H Marshall of the RMLI, who was in the trenches at Antwerp is still missing. Pte
W Street, a friend of his, who has been home, states that he lost sight of Marshall in the
retreat and on going back to find him could see no trace of him.” Another marine was more
fortunate. “Pte F Bright of the RMLI, who was in the trenches at Antwerp, has been
spending a few days leave at his home in Badshot Lea.” (Herald, 31/10/14) Fred Bright
later served in Gallipoli, where he died of disease on 20th September 1915. He was only
20 years old.
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The first Christmas of the war
As Christmas approached, there were notifications of tax increases. Beer went up 8d a
gallon and tea by 3d per lb. Those at home struggled to find ways of helping relations at
the Front. Even the children were, “doing their bit” “The Roll of Honour of Old Boys of
Badshot Lea Schools serving in the forces now stands at 75 and the present scholars
have sent out to them 38 dozen cigarettes, as well as gloves, mittens, helmets etc that
they have knitted. The infants have collected 15 shillings and 9 pence halfpenny for
Belgian Relief and Princess Mary’s Fund.” (Herald, 12/12/14) H C Bentall’s seasonal
advertisements recommended cold weather clothing, including army socks, Jaeger
sleeping hoods and sleeping bags as presents.
The Herald of 28th November carried a long and perhaps inaccurate account of fighting in
Flanders. Anxious readers in many a home must have been terrified. Both regular
battalions of the Queen’s had been in the thick of it. There was mention of brilliant bayonet
charges and trenches won but the fact was that each battalion had been reduced to about
200 officers and men. It was the same in almost every regiment.
The BEF was not beaten, but by the end of the year the first six divisions to leave for
France had taken 90% casualties, killed wounded or captured. Badshot Lea’s first
causality was Sgt Arthur Holloway, 1st East Kents (the Buffs) who died of wounds
received at Armentières on 2nd November. He lies in a war grave in Boulogne
The final Herald of 1914 noted the death of Pte Thomas Cuff of 2nd Battalion, the Queen’s
who lived in Heath End. Thomas was killed in action on 7th November in an attack, which
began in a dawn mist, only to run into heavy machine gun fire. The same issue reported
that Farnham had sent nine cases of Christmas puddings to the Queen’s. (Herald,
26/12/14)
A week earlier, on the 18th December two companies of the 2nd Queen’s in the line near La
Boutillier had launched a costly and unsuccessful attack. Next day the Germans in the
opposite trenches initiated a local armistice to bring in the wounded and bury the dead.
However the Queen’s were double crossed by the enemy and two officers and seven
stretcher-bearers were captured. As a result the fighting restarted. Two of those killed
were Pte Albert Green, from Boundstone and L/Cpl Mundy, who had been born in
Farnham. Neither has a known grave but their names are engraved on the Ploegsteert
Memorial.
“On Christmas day the Queen’s were involved in the legendary Christmas Truce, when
German officers provided lists of the British officers recently captured, and promised to
effect the release of Second Lieutenants Rought and Walmisley.” (Queen’s official history)
It would be interesting to know if a Farnham Christmas pudding was shared with the
enemy.
In Badshot Lea the villagers tried to keep spirits up with a gathering in the schools under
the auspices of the Farnham Soldiers Recreation Committee. There was tea and
entertainment by soldiers of 20th Company ASC from Runfold Camp. But here, as
throughout the Empire, a sombre mood prevailed.
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1915
The year began badly with extensive flooding. Water entered several houses in Runfold
Road, Badshot Lea, where the village “Bobby”, P C Charles Shortridge, reported matters
to the Council and it was “immediately attended to”. Shortridge was living at Hope
Cottages at the time and it likely that his was one of the houses flooded. The village was
fortunate to have the services of this popular and efficient policeman throughout the war.
His superior, Superintendent Simmonds was responsible for policing in the Farnham
Division over twenty-four years. In 1917 he was awarded the King’s Police Medal. The civil
police had to implement the increasingly complex regulations under the Defence of the
Realm Acts as well as keep public order. However the military “red caps” were also much
in evidence.
Despite setbacks at the Front recruiting according to the Herald, was holding up. Some 88
men had joined so far this year (Herald, 23/1/15). An increasing number were older and
perhaps less fit men who were needed in the greatly expanding ASC, motor transport and
other logistic units. Lord Kitchener reviewed his new soldiers in the snow at Frensham
Camp.

“Kitchener’s Camp” at Frensham
Already the schools were beginning to suffer shortages of both equipment and staff. At
Badshot Lea two male teachers had volunteered in the first months, but Head teacher, Mr
Rankine, at last got a couple of army assistant mistresses. The managers complained that
the children were using German pencils! Schools were also used to billet troops overnight
but some had turned up early at Wrecclesham, West St and East St. and had been
allowed in at 12 noon. The army paid 3d per man. Some extra pay was due to the
caretakers and it was agreed to allow them 1/2d per man. (Herald, 24/4/15) An appeal
went out to women who were prepared to undertake soldiers’ washing at 3 ½d per man to
register at the local agent. Inevitably, inflation was now taking off and the Farnham United
Brewery granted a wage increase to its workers.
On the positive side, in March, Badshot Lea got its new parsonage, much to the credit of
the Rev Durrant. “The scheme which he has so successfully carried through is no light
one, and the most interesting feature in connection with it is the hint which Mr Durrant
gave us this week to the effect that having got what is to all intents and purposes a
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vicarage, he now proposes to take steps towards getting Badshot Lea converted into a
separate ecclesiastical parish, so that the resident of the house may have an office more
in keeping with the dignity of the residence.” (Herald, 27/3/15) The village is still waiting!
The war News in the Heralds of 17th and 24th April noted the steady build up in military
activity and the changes at Frensham Camp. “Gone are the crowds of recruits in private
clothes and gone also the blue coated hoards who came into being with the first
consignments of uniforms.” Now they are khaki clad, looking as hard as nails. Sherwood
Foresters, Lincolns, South Staffs of 33 Brigade”. (11th Division.) Two Companies of Royal
Engineers were billeted in Farnham at short notice followed by some Army Service Corps
men. A Royal Field Artillery battalion, passing through from Basingstoke to Witley,
commandeered all the taps in Alfred Road for the horses. Several residents made tea,
coffee and cocoa for the troops. There was a commission as a Captain in the 4th Black
Watch for Old Farnhamian, W R Cable, of The Elm Tree, Weybourne.
In May, with stalemate on the Western Front and setbacks on the Eastern Front, the
Bishop of Winchester was endorsing the idea of village war memorials. The conflict was
spreading, and in April allied troops stormed ashore in Gallipoli in the hope of helping the
Russians by knocking Turkey out of the war.
The Germans were first to master the use of grenades in the trenches. So the everresourceful John Henry Knight did his bit by building a grenade-throwing catapult, which
was tried out behind Elliott’s workshop in West Street. (Herald, 29/5/15) He may have
been inspired by photos he saw in “The War Illustrated”. Its issue of 3rd April 1915 showed
French soldiers using crude catapults. Copies of this magazine, which was published
weekly, were widely read. The Herald carried advertisements for places where copies
could be bound. Seen today the contemporary newspaper reports seem highly jingoistic.
The press was progressively censored and increasingly used for propaganda. The word
was used quite openly at the time, and as yet it had no sinister connotations.

In for a long haul
Throughout the land, and no doubt in Germany, intercessional services were held to mark
the first anniversary of the war. The King worshipped at St Paul’s. In Farnham all
denominations met in Castle Street, “to mark the first anniversary of the declaration of the
greatest and most terrible war the world has ever known.” Lines of wounded soldiers from
Waverley Abbey Hospital were there. The event was delayed because of the late arrival of
children from Hale and Badshot Lea, who presumably had to walk. It could not have been
more different to the glorious weather of the year before.
“Monday was probably the most dismal bank holiday ever spent in Farnham for in addition
to the war strain daily getting more acute the weather turned miserable.” Even if the rain
did hold off it was felt that the concert at the castle could not take place, because of news
of the death of the Bishop’s son, Lt Gilbert Talbot while serving with the Rifle Brigade. In
1915 his brother, the Rev Neville Talbot started a soldiers’ institute behind the lines in
Poperinge, which became known as “Toc H” The concert was moved to Gostrey Meadow
and then into Church House when it rained. (Herald, 7/8/15)
People were still “doing their bit”. Mrs Roe from Badshot Lea had donated 1/- to the Herald
tobacco fund, which was sending 200 6d parcels “to our brave lads at the front.” Mrs M
Croker-Stewart asked for helpers at the “Bourne Sand Bag Sewing Bee” Her brother at the
Front had told her they were urgently needed.
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Charles Mansell, who had been Head Teacher at Badshot Lea before moving to East
Street School, regularly sent in news of his former pupils. “Miss Barbara Parkins a former
pupil, who had lived in Weybourne with her Grandmother had two brothers, Percy and
George, both in Turkey for 4 months. Percy was wounded last week and is in hospital in
Malta. George was missing. He helped a wounded soldier down to the coast and was
picked up by a minesweeper. Harry the oldest boy of the family was killed in an explosion
on HMS Bulwark at Sheerness”. (Herald, 3/7/15)
Some families were overcome with tragedy more than most. “A wave of sympathy
throughout Badshot Lea follows the wedding of Miss Mabel Charlotte Tring of 1 Ebenezer
Cottages, whose wedding took place only three weeks ago. She is today a widow. On
Friday last week Mrs. Matthias received the terrible news of her husbands death. It seems
the previous day he and two friends went to bathe in the sea at Sangatte near Calais. A
treacherous current exists here and the deceased was seen to suddenly go under the
water. His two companions also got into difficulty and were only saved by the prompt
action of some Frenchmen. But before they could reach Matthias he was carried out and
his body thrown up on the beach an hour or two later.” (Herald, 21/8/15) Harry Matthias, a
driver with the ASC is listed on the Badshot Lea and Farnham War memorials. So too is
Reginald Coultas, who was married to Mabel Tring’s sister, Martha. Cpl Coultas, 1/5th York
and Lancaster Regiment, was killed at Passchendaele on 9/10/17.
Wartime regulations gradually became more of a problem.
Civilians had been at risk from Zeppelin raids from the start,
and blackout restrictions were introduced very early on. In
Farnham Supt Simmons (seen on the left) enforced them
without fear or favour.
In October 1915 sixteen officers and men were summoned for
driving Field Artillery wagons through the town without lights
They said they were only carrying out orders and it was
suggested the matter was taken up with GOC, Aldershot. In
December there were two similar cases. The blackout was
unpopular with some and it was claimed that Aldershot had
Supt. Arthur Simmonds better street lighting and the Urban Council asked for more but
the authorities stood firm. Supt Simmons said that there had been some prosecutions and
others had been warned. “Some people never seem to think regulations apply to them”.
(Herald, 13/11/15)
Another restriction that was unpopular with some was the reduction in drinking hours. The
Herald had broken the sad news in its 17th April edition. From then on the pubs could only
open from 9am to 3pm and from 6pm to 9pm. The following February the hours were
reduced to 5 ½ hours on weekdays and 5 on Sundays. Even worse, no treating would be
allowed.
The reduction in drinking hours did not help the local hop industry. This had already been
in decline before the war, but the glorious summer of 1914 had produced the best crop in
years. Then the Badshot Lea growers, Tice, Langrish and Bide had excellent results.
“Nearly all the working class of the village have gone out into the fields. The price is as
usual 1/- for 7 bushels. (Herald, 5/9/14). In 1915, to add to the woes of growers and
pickers alike the crop was a failure.
The first Territorial battalions, including 2nd/4th Queen’s had landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli
on August 9th. Pte Frank Dormer, former Badshot Lea School master was among them. It
quickly became clear that all was not going well there and things were little better in
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France. The 1st and 2nd Queen’s were in action, together with the 6th (Service) Battalion, at
the battle of Loos, which began, on 25th September 1915. Farnham’s casualties included
Pte David Winter, of 1st Battalion, the Queen’s, who died on the first day of the Battle. His
brother, Frederick had been killed whilst serving with the 2nd Battalion four months earlier
at Ypres. It was not surprising that by October 1915 recruiting was faltering.

The Derby Boys
On 9th October the Herald carried the following- “As we anticipated last week, the
recruiting rallies on Saturday were not very successful. In Farnham it was rather
depressing to hear the speakers addressing a crowd almost entirely made up of
ineligibles. The men who might have joined up were conspicuous by their absence, and
we believe the total bag was four”. It went on to castigate the unwilling. (Herald, 9/10/15)
The editorial on 30th October supported the King’s appeal for volunteers and conceded
that the outlook for the war was not bright. Conscription had been on the cards for some
time. As a preliminary measure the National Registration Act, passed in July had produced
lists of everyone between the ages of 15 and 65 and their occupations. Now the authorities
knew who the potential conscripts were and where they lived.
Men who were not in a reserved occupation were given a last chance to volunteer. On 16th
October Lord Derby, Director General for Recruiting introduced his scheme. Under it a
man could attest his willingness to serve and then wait until called up. While they waited
they were given armbands to ward off women with white feathers. Prime minister, Asquith
gave a promise, which was subsequently broken, that single men would be called up first.
Attested men who volunteered to go early could still choose their regiment. A Farnham
Derby committee was set up to twist a few arms and for a time it worked.
There was a recruiting boom. “Lord Derby’s comprehensive recruiting scheme resulted in
56 in one draft on Tuesday.” The Farnham contingent was the largest with crowds in
Castle Street to see them off, accompanied by a portion of the Boys Bugle Band formed by
Mr Robins. It was rather like the early days. Others had enlisted during the week and 45
men joined the Mechanical Transport “. (Herald, 30/10/15)
There was no escape from the Rev Durrant, Badshot Lea representative on the Farnham
Derby Recruiting Committee who “has had a busy time during the week. He has
canvassed 100 Badshot Lea men with successful results. In some cases the men have
enlisted straight into the army and others have joined their
groups. (Herald, 27/11/15) The energetic clergyman also
arranged a collection for the Red Cross’s “Our Day” The
school children took a prominent part and with headquarters at
the cross roads the collection efforts extended throughout the
village. There was no escape either from a proliferation of flag
days on behalf of a growing number of war related charities.
The second Christmas of the war was saddened by news of
the death in Gallipoli of an old boy of the village school in the
Roll of Glory. “Mr and Mrs Smith of Swiss Cottages, Runfold
have received from a comrade particulars of the death of their
son, who was killed in the Dardanelles on 9th August
Pte George Smith
Pte A J Tomlinson writes - A comrade and I found him in front of the advanced trenches.
There were a lot of his regiment, 2nd Hants, lying dead but his body was the only one we
could get in, with great difficulty. We buried him behind our trench.” (Herald, 4/12/15)
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The Village schools were closed again with another outbreak of diphtheria and there was
more flooding. The FUDC Surveyor protested about these constant complaints from
people in Badshot Lea. “Fourteen years ago a survey had found that the site of the village
was looked upon as a water–logged area, which ought never have been built on”
(Herald, 11/12/15)
The Herald reported on a growing number of suicides as the war went on, and Badshot
Lea people were upset when a shell-shocked ASC soldier, Richard Finley was found
hanging in Tice’s hop kiln (now the village hall). P C Shortridge cut him down. “ A brother
of the deceased from Darlington said Richard was a single man aged 26. He was a motor
mechanic before enlisting. His mother was a widow, currently very ill. The deceased had
done nearly 10 months in France and a fortnight was with a motor ambulance. A brother
was serving in the Dardanelles. The brother of the deceased was accompanied by the
victim’s fiancée and they wished to take the body home for burial. Finley had been in the
Northern General Hospital in Leicester and should have reported to the ASC at Grove
Park on 29 November. His certificate said he was fit for light duties but not expected to be
fit for overseas within 3 months.” (Herald, 11/12/15)
Over the holiday period those left at home soldiered on as best they could. The Badshot
Lea slate clubs still paid their dividends. Sixty-one members of the Village Club received
16/11 each. Sick pay, an abnormally heavy item, was £32-0-8. The Cricketers club had
28 members who received £1-1-7 ½. each. Sick pay had taken £9-1-8 Total income was
£41-7-1. (Herald, 25/12/15) At St George’s the usual services were held and the
Communicants Guild had a social in the Mission Room. Fifty children attended the
Primitive Methodist Christmas treat and were given a lantern show. As the Herald
commented “Little temptation was offered out of doors so everyone sat down in front of the
fire.” (Herald, 1/1/15)”. If they thought that next year would be better, they were wrong.

1916
In January there was least one happy event in the village when schoolteacher, Alice
Walker, married her soldier. Lt T H Chalmers of the 1st Kings Dragoon Guards was on
leave from the trenches. Instead of having a wedding cake the happy couple sent two
cakes to the men of the regiment.
In general though the news was bad. Thomas Sawkins, a former member of Badshot Lea
Brass Band was killed in a trench mortar exchange. Thomas, who had worked for Mr E H
Hart joined the 7th Queen’s with many other Farnham lads in the first rush. The following
letter from the chaplain (Rev L L Jeeves) was published.
“ It is with real sympathy that I write you a few lines about your son, Pte Sawkins, who was
killed last night. (20th Jan). It may comfort you to know that whilst I read the burial service,
all the senior officers and nearly 100 of his comrades stood round the grave. We are so
sorry for you. And will pray that God may comfort you when this news reaches you at
home. Your son has died to save you and all at home from the brutal power of Prussia.
What this means, England can hardly understand and we trust you never will. Your son
was buried in a valley within a mile from where he fell and a cross will be put up to his
memory.” (Herald, 29/1/16)
He now lies in the Commonwealth War Grave Cemetery at
Becordel-Becourt.
It was against this background of mounting casualties that conscription came into force on
27th January. The Herald made one last attempt to influence recruiting. “We understand
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that the Derby recruits in classes 2,3,4, and 5 called up last week had little choice as to
corps and regiment. Some were sent as far away as Waterford, Ireland. And some who
imagined they would “get a soft job” like ASC, RFC and AOC or “ some other fancy corps”
were sadly disappointed.” (Herald, 29/1/16) It went on to suggest that a Derby Recruit
should volunteer early in a local regiment to train near home etc. The 5th Queen’s were
recruiting at the time.
From then on conscripts would have little choice of regiment and Farnham’s link with the
Queen’s would lessen. However, support for the regiment continued throughout the war. In
April 1916 the Urban Council opened a fund for the growing numbers of Queen’s men held
as prisoners of war. Already there were 500 men in Germany, some having been held for
17 months. By August 1918 the number of Surrey men in all regiments had risen to 4000
and each received six 10/- parcels and bread from home costing 7/6 per month. The
County was trying to raise £40,000. (Herald, 24/8/18)

The Appeals
Tribunals were set up under the Military Service Act to hear appeals for exemption from
call up. William Soames, of Moor Park chaired the Urban District Tribunal. Exemption was
possible for several reasons but when the first cases were heard, the Herald commented,
“that each case was considered on its merits but it will be taken for granted that an
applicant will need to put up a very strong case”. (Herald, 26/2/16)
Some appealed on compassionate grounds. “Albert C Pullinger, Vernon Cottage, Badshot
Lea, oiler and cleaner applied. He said he was a widower with a small child, living with his
mother and sister. She was living there to look after her mother as she was paralysed in
the arms as well as his child. He had a young brother at the front and although he allowed
his mother 3/6 a week she received nothing from the government. Someone came to see
her and said something would be done but nothing came of it. He had been passed for
garrison duties at home. Appeal refused. Suggested he contact S and SFA on matter of
allowances.” (Herald, 7/10/16)
Other applicants were involved in food production and distribution. There was a difficult
balance between the demands of the army and feeding the nation, especially when
U-boats sank allied shipping. “Walter Goode from Badshot Lea, pig and poultry farmer (39)
applied. He farmed 2 acres and kept 75 pigs and 350 poultry. He bred 150 pigs each year
and did his own slaughtering and collected swill every morning from the Cambridge
Hospital. Before the war he also ran a butchers shop and employed 2 men and a boy. But
the men had enlisted and he had to close the shop. He had gone right through the South
African War in the ASC. Deferred 3 months” (Herald, 10/6/16)
Mr Robins, of Park Farm, Badshot Lea appealed on behalf of his cowboy, Archibald
Crumplin, aged 18. Robins had 27 cows and the lad milked at 5am. Mr Kempson asked “Do you want to stop and milk cows or go and do your bit with the other lads?” “ Milk
cows”. Archie replied but his appeal was refused. (8/7/16) It was nice to discover that
Archie had become head cowman on the farm by 1950. His brother, William Crumplin,
served throughout the war in the 7th Queen’s. He was promoted to Sergeant for bravery
near Albert and came out with a Military Medal and a DCM. (Herald, 14/6/19)
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A few other brave men claimed to be conscientious objectors. These were not popular in
some quarters, though the Herald’s editorials tried to be fair. Most of its correspondents
did not. Driver C Bartlett, ASC wrote calling them all cowards. “We would like to see them
out here in the first wave”. (Herald, 29/4/16) There was also resentment when word got
out that men were seeking reserved occupations.
There was talk of a scandal concerning young men flocking to the Aircraft Factory at
Farnborough. “We have heard of young men of military age getting work there with no
particular qualifications, while married men are being called up. This work could be done
by older men”. (Herald, 4/3/16) Soon women would do much of it, as aircraft production
was rapidly stepped up. Conductresses appeared on the “Traco” buses in November
1915. Aircraft propellers were at made at Goddards in East Street. Oliver James Pullen of
Frimley worked at the Aircraft Factory, but claimed to be a conscientious objector. Anyway
it appeared that he was exempt as a munitions worker. Mr McLaren commented that it was
“ a bit of a scandal that so many young men seemed to be employed there. Even Gypsies
of military age could be seen going up every day.” (Herald, 4/3/16)

Goddard’s Propeller Shop
The tribunals could show respect for a conscientious objector. Clement Billings, 31, of 20
St James’s Terrace, an accountant objected to taking life as a Christian. When asked: “Are you prepared to go and dig trenches and lay railway lines in France, in which you are
likely to be killed yourself and not have a chance perhaps of killing Germans?” Clement
replied, “Yes.” Mr Kempson commented “ That is a very honest reply and I’m bound to
confess that I respect you for it, although I do not agree with your conviction. The applicant
was granted exemption from combative service only. (Herald, 20/1/17)
From now on changes came thick and fast, as it dawned on the population that this was
total war. The Rev Durrant held a meeting in the Mission Room to persuade women to get
involved in agriculture. With imports being lost to submarines the Herald appealed for
those with gardens or allotments to grow vegetables. Crop yields were falling because
fewer horses on the farms produced less manure. On 20th May the Herald gave details of
daylight saving to help farmers, and two weeks later the paper was reduced in size
because of newsprint shortages. From 12th August onwards there were “Wanted Notices”
for men on the run from call up. September brought a warning from the council of
impending coal shortages.
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The Kings Liverpool Regiment had moved on some time ago, and the idea of having
another lot of troops in one’s house was less popular than it might once have been.
“Billeting in Farnham area is now practically a certainty. Police have been asking
householders how many men can be accommodated. We would urge all who have the
honour- we repeat the honour of sheltering British soldiers under their roofs to be happy to
make them welcome. Within the next few days a considerable number of troops will be
billeted in the town and expected to stay some months.” (Herald, 4/11/16) With so many
of Farnham’s young men now in the forces there should have been a lot of spare beds.
Unfortunately, there is no mention of regiments now because of the censorship.
There had been 27 raids by Zeppelins during 1915, and London was first bombed on 31st
May. Casualties mounted, with even children being killed. Everyone was now a potential
target and the blackout regulations were being taken more seriously. Apparently though,
not everyone had heard about it. Dr James Watts, of Crooksbury Sanatorium, was
summoned for showing a light, following a tip off from someone at Witley Camp. When he
claimed ignorance of the regulations he was told to buy the Herald and fined £1. (Herald,
1/4/16). Mrs Kitchen of Great Down, Seale was fined the same amount.
Sometimes power may have gone to the special constables’ heads. In Badshot Lea
Special Constable W Gibbs booked the Cricketers landlord “Cocker” Langridge when a
light shone through a door panel. Special Constable Riddle said he had warned Langridge
the night before. Langridge accused Gibbs of victimising him because he had previously
summoned him (Gibbs) for debt. (Herald, 19/8/16) Langridge did not learn and he was
summoned again in October. Then he claimed that Special Constable Little spoke to him
as if he were a pig. He was fined £3. (Herald, 7/10/16) Gibbs, known in Badshot Lea as
”Admiral”, also booked the preacher at the Methodist Chapel, John Farmer, when he
parked his car on the pavement outside the chapel, Gibbs lived next door to the chapel!
(Herald, 12/8/16)
People were still “doing their bits”. A lady from Frensham was collecting lavender bags for
wounded soldiers. There was another request for socks and the Scouts were asked to
collect sphagnum moss for use in surgical dressings. With all these extra activities Sam
Bide and Fred Tice were short of hop-pickers and had to advertise.

Jutland and the Somme
After what had seemed to the public like two years of inactivity the British Grand Fleet met
the German High Seas Fleet at Jutland on 31st May 1916. Farnham sailors who were lost
in the battle included 1st Class Stokers, William Prizeman, from East Street and Jack
Funnel from St Cross Estate. Both were on the battle-cruiser, Queen Mary. Two young
stokers also went down with the battle- cruiser Invincible. They were Harry Stonard from
Boundstone and Reginald Forder from Lower Bourne. The Landlady of the Bird in Hand,
Downing Street, lost her son, A B Eaglton, when the cruiser Black Prince blew up and
sank with all hands. Also on board was, Leading Seaman William Hunt who had attended
Badshot Lea School and was trained as a diver. Jutland seemed at the time like a defeat.
Five days later Lord Kitchener disappeared while on a mission to Russia in H M S
Hampshire. She sank after hitting a mine off the Orkneys. There were only 12 survivors.
Lost with Kitchener were Seaman Frederick Marshall of Batt’s Corner and 21-year-old
Cook’s Mate, William Garrett, from Badshot Lea. The following year William’s grieving
family erected a memorial to him in the village church. It carries Tennyson’s lines “I hope
to meet my Pilot face to face, when I have crossed the bar.” (Herald, 10/3/17)
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Kitchener died 3 weeks before the main weight of his new army went “over the top.”
Rumours of the impending “big push”, which began on July 1st had been widespread, but
at first news of the terrible losses was slow coming out. On the first day of what is now
called the Battle of the Somme there were over 57,000 casualties, almost 20,000 of them
being killed. At first the papers claimed it was a success. There were indeed some gains,
particularly at the southern end of the front, where the French provided additional heavy
guns. Here, the 7th (Service) Battalion of the Queen’s were in 55 Brigade, which was part
of General Maxse’s 18th (Eastern) Division. On July 1st Farnham and its satellite villages
were well represented.
Lance Corporal Hopwood, a former member of the Herald staff, was wounded in the thigh
and wrote to the paper from his hospital bed. “The Queen’s were in the first wave and we
had to take Montauban, a little to the right of Fricourt and Mametz It was fine to see the
lads go over. The majority were young fellows, but there was not a waver in the line. We
met with a bit of a reception and I could not dodge all the bullets. I had only gone about 20
yards before a bullet knocked me down. I found it had gone through my tunic and
smashed against the second button. The button was bent up and it turned the bullet, which
whizzed out just above my right breast pocket. I got up and carried on when my foot
tingled a bit, and I found another bullet had knocked the heal off my right boot. My foot was
scratched a little. I advance a bit more, but there came another bullet which had my name
on it, and I got it.” (Herald, 15/7/16)
Another Farnham lad, Pte P Bidwell was also wounded. “I did not travel very far, starting
at 7-30 and being knocked out at 7-45. Bertha Krupp presented me with a nice hard piece
of iron, which caused a large impression on the back of my shoulder, breaking a bone as it
did so. The bombardment before we started was “great” and I think our noisy neighbours
had rather a rough time of it. The part of the line I was in was where the French and our
army joined. I was in Carnoy and at the time I was hit was making for Montauban”
Over 200 West Surrey men were killed that day. They included Pte Arthur Gillan from
Frensham and young Pte William Bicknell of the Bourne, who had volunteered to be a
bomb (grenade) thrower. William was only 17. Pte George Novell of Abbot’s Pond, Tilford,
was also killed in action. Another Tilford man, Pte W Spiers, of Keeper’s Hill, died of
wounds three weeks later. Wrecclesham lost Charles Cranham, whose parents lived there
in Church Lane. Before the attack Charles wrote a last letter home, which was forwarded
by Pte Trussler, who said- “ He was one of my very best chums”. (Herald, 15/7/16) Sgt
George Baker of Shortfield subsequently died of wounds in hospital in Etaples, on 16th July
after winning the DCM. Lt Alan Hodgkinson 2nd Battalion, Royal Warwicks also died on 1st
July. His father, Sir Alexander Hodgkinson lived at Bradshaigh, Farnham. His name is on
the Frensham Memorial.
The 7th Queen’s, then reduced to a fighting strength of 300 men, were in action again on
13th July trying to capture Trônes Wood. It was here that Pte Walter White from Bides
Cottages, Badshot Lea, was killed. He is buried in Dantzig Alley War Cemetery near his
comrades Arthur Gillen and George Novell and Lt Hodgkinson. Walter White’s brother,
William, had been killed on 13/11/15 while serving with the 8th Queen’s at Ypres. The
remnants of the 7th Queen’s were then taken out of the line to rest and receive
reinforcements. They were next in action on 28th September attacking the Schwaben
Redoubt near Thiepval where Pte Frederick Mansey from Farnham was killed. The
battalion was paying a high price in this war of attrition. The Battle of the Somme was to
grind on until November. Badshot Lea alone lost four more men. They were Pte George
Gates, 1st Queen’s, Pte Robert Claringbold, 8th Royal Berks, Pte Frederick Wilkinson and
2nd Lt Robert Javes both of the 10th Queen’s. Badshot Lea was not officer country in 1914
and Lt Javes is the only commissioned man on the village war memorial. He was only 20,
20

and he died at the Battle of Flers/ Courcelette on 16th September. This was the first action
in which tanks were used.
“Much sympathy will be extended to Mr and Mrs Javes, of Endor Cottages, Badshot Lea
on the death of their only son, 2nd Lt R C Javes of the Royal West Surrey Regiment, who
was killed instantaneously by a shell on Sept 16th. Lt Javes was brought up in Badshot Lea
and was educated at the council school at the time Mr C R Mansell was headmaster. He
was as a boy a member of the choir. Lt Javes took a great interest in the Boy Scouts and
attained the rank of Patrol Leader. After leaving school, Lt Javes went to London and
studied engineering. But just after the outbreak of war he offered his services to his King
and Country by joining the Queens Westminster’s, London Regiment.
He was promoted step by step and became a sergeant. Then he received a commission
in the Queens West Surreys and was subsequently sent to Oxted Officer Training School.
He passed through the school with a first class certificate and was attached to a battalion
training at Shoreham. After winning two more first class certificates, one for signalling in
Ireland and the other for a musketry course at Hythe he was sent to the front in July 1916
where he was promoted to Bombing Officer. After his death, his brother officers recovered
his body and interred it near the firing line.” (Herald, 7/10/16)

2nd Lt Robert Javes, aged 20.

William Bicknell aged 17.

There is still much debate as to whether there was an alternative to the slaughter.
However few advocated quitting at the time and the generals progressively developed
better tactics. Troops from the Empire were increasingly involved and the King reviewed
the 4th Canadian division at Hankley in July. (Herald, 8/7/16) Langhams advertised
regimental memorial cards for relatives to announce the deaths of soldiers. (Herald,
9/9/16)
An able-bodied man, aged 28, possibly a deserter, was foolish enough to get admitted to
the workhouse casuals ward. Next day the Master took him to the recruiting office and he
was taken to Winchester under military escort. (Herald, 20/5/16) However the Herald was
most indignant that a young postman, who had been wounded and discharged from the
army with a useless arm was twice abused in Farnham. (Herald, 12/8/16)
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Keeping up morale
On 28th June a “Fancy Fair” was held in aid of the St George’s Parsonage Fund, which
had £400 outstanding. Lady Hunter opened it in the grounds of Aldershot Park, but it had
only been open for half an hour when the skies opened. The stalls were moved under
cover where possible and a different atmosphere prevailed to that at the Dutch Village in
1914. The band of the 1st Reserve Cavalry Regiment played and a maypole team of 22
girls from the school danced. In the event £154-2-7 was raised, which was deemed to be
very good in view of the weather. The Rev Durrant thanked the Primitive Methodists for
their proof of goodwill by lending the swings. (Herald, 1/7/16), Badshot Lea still found time
to collect 339 eggs for the wounded soldiers in the Cambridge Military hospital. (Herald,
22/7/16)
The fact that national morale did not crack was in part due to the way the media was
managed. A War Office team under Geoffrey Mallins made a film about the Somme.
Today it is recognised as the first important war documentary and it was seen by 10 million
people. “Farnham people will have the chance to see the famous Somme Battle film,
thanks to the enterprise of the directors of the Palace. To be fair, there will be no
bookings.” (14/10/16) The review in the Herald said, “people now have a much more vivid
idea of what life in war areas means and the difficulties facing our gallant men at the front.
One of the thrills came when a battalion went over the top, for there was something very
pathetic in the way two of the lads fell at the very start. But the film contained nothing
which any man or woman and all children over 12 or 13 should not see.”
(Herald, 28/10/16)
Towards the end of 1916 the idea of “war shrines” caught on and the Herald was
sympathetic. “We are glad that Hale is to have its War Shrine and that the FUDC have
consented to its erection on a portion of the recreation ground. They had however received
a complaint from the Protestant Alliance in the form of “a Manifesto on the Wayside
Idolatrous War Shrines”, the advocacy of which has been noticed by the committee with
deep and pained regret.” (Herald, 11/11/16) What the people of Hale wanted was a shrine
with the names of all the their men who were serving; 540 so far. (Herald, 11/11/16) When
the shrine was dedicated in January 1917, it consisted of an oak lych-gate surmounted by
an oak cross. It was a donation from Mr Courtney-Welsh in memory of his son, Lt W
Courtney Welsh, who fell at Ypres.
A few months later the Bourne also got a war shrine. Harold Faulkner designed it in oak.
There were 450 names on it, including the 40 men who had been killed.. There were also
5 prisoners of war in Germany and 3 in Turkish hands. (Herald, 26/5/17)
The signs of war strain were growing and there was another suicide. After only 3 days
soldiering Leonard Holmes, ASC, formerly a factory worker from Nottingham, strangled
himself in the detention room at Hungry Hill Camp. He had been taken there in error after
he was knocked down by a hawker’s cart. The verdict was suicide while of unsound mind.
(Herald, 18/11/16)
The year ended as it began in Badshot Lea, with a wedding. Miss Marjory Tice married
2nd Lt Campbell Gotelee of Aldershot. The bride was given away by her brother, Fred
Tice. The bridegroom had orders to join his Regiment, the East Surreys, at Plymouth.
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1917
“I read the interesting items, appearing in your columns from time to time, from some of
the old Farnham lads, who have answered their country’s call. I thought a few lines
concerning a few of the town’s Kitcheners might prove of interest to your readers.
For various reasons I am unable to disclose my chums’ and my own identity. We are from
time to time forbidden to use our names and addresses. I am enclosing a small effort by
one of my chums,
Yours faithfully, One of the first 100,000”
(Herald, 3/11/17)

“ Blighty”
Off in my dreams I seem to see,
A land of hope that calls to me.
A land of sunshine, pleasure and joy.
The home I knew and loved when a boy.
I can almost see the faces dear.
And hear the voices tho’ they’re not near.
I can picture the scene from the bend of the hill.
The rose-gardened cottage, it seems so real.
I awake!
Tis a rude awakening. Hark!
To the thunder of guns, as they flash and bark.
To the stench of blood and the cries of men.
To the anguished gasps of the wounded and then
I silently pray to God that He will
Send me back to the home that stands on the hill.

Lance Corporal Frank Gohery, RAMC, was one of the first Badshot Lea men to enlist.
After 18 months in France he used his first 10 days leave to marry in February 1917. The
bride was his schoolteacher sweetheart, Miss Curtis and the staff gave them a marble
clock. Other soldiers at the Front longed for their first leave, only to find a lack of
understanding by those who had stayed behind. They found it difficult to talk about what
they had been through. Private Reeves, who had been back in Farnham after 15 months
in action in France, wrote saying he was not happy seeing other young men hanging back
at home. “Why don’t they join up?” (Herald, 23/9/16)

Dig for Victory and try to eat less bread.
Pte Reeves need not have worried. Conscription would pull in all the fit young men from
now on, and in any case the town was now very unlike the Farnham he had left. With the
Germans now concentrating on unrestricted submarine warfare supplies of food,
particularly of grain, were becoming critical. More potatoes and other vegetables could be
an answer.
At the beginning of 1917 a public meeting was held in the council chamber to discuss
ways of increasing food production. The Bishop offered land in the park. A Food
Production Committee had been formed and sites for allotments were sought. Forty-eight
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acres were available by June. The overworked Rev Durrant was asked to sort out
arrangements in Badshot Lea, where the first land offered by the council was found to be
waterlogged and unsuitable. There had initially been a poor response in the village but Mr
Rice said, “they had now all got allotment fever and were very anxious to get land.” An
estimated twenty-five cwt of seed potatoes, 14 loads of manure and 38 bushels of lime
were needed in the Lea. The surveyor arranged to transport the manure. (Herald, 27/1/17)
That summer there was a panic about potato blight in the area, but results were not as bad
as expected. Rain had damaged the vital wheat crops but most vegetables were generally
good. The course at Farnham Golf Club was ploughed and used for growing food. There
was an exceptionally large crop of fruit. (Herald, 25/8/17)
As the year went on the food shortages grew. Bread deliveries were cut to three days a
week in March. Mainly it was said because of lack of deliverymen. The bakers were
requested to co-operate by making
fewer loaves. (Herald, 26/5/17) The
Urban Council arranged a meeting at
Badshot Lea School explaining to the
ladies present the urgency of
reducing bread consumption. Mrs
Durrant paid tribute to the patriotism
of the women of the Lea when she
declared; - “The cupboard is the
housewife’s trench. That is where
she is going to do her bit”. (Herald,
26/5/17) Since March her husband
had been doing another of his “bits”.
He was doing some teaching at the
Grammar School.
The council took a gamble with pigs
when they invited would-be keepers
to contact them. They suggested
that strict compliance to the bye-laws
might not be necessary in the future.
There had been reports of swine
fever and in July Richard Pharo was
summoned for failing to report a
diseased or suspect pig to the police.
There was another case concerning
3 pigs and Dick was fined £5.
(Herald, 21/7/17).
Land Girls in Tice’s hop ground
The hop trade was almost an embarrassment by now. Demand was very low following a
decline in brewing and also the government had allowed a large quantity of hops to be
imported. Much of the hop ground could be used to grow food, either by grubbing the roots
or cutting down the bines and planting between the rows. (Herald, 10/3/17) The Board of
Agriculture expected the acreage under the hop in 1917 to be half what it had been in
1914. (Herald, 1/9/17.) The small crop grown in Farnham that year was described as fair.
(Herald, 25/8/17)
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On 8th September a notice about state distribution of sugar (rationing) appeared in the
Herald. Registration cards would be available at post offices and had to be returned by 6th
October. While the men at the Front were fighting at Passchendaele the Food Control
Committee were fighting among themselves as to whether the Labour Party should be
represented. On 17th November there was an announcement that meat prices would be
controlled.
Public health was a major concern. Dr Tanner, the Medical Officer of Health, recorded 70
cases of measles in February. He was also concerned about a national increase in that
universal camp follower, venereal disease. (Herald, 10/3/17) In July Dr Tanner noted a
curious new epidemic in his district. The symptoms were severe pains in the chest and
right shoulder and over the upper abdomen. There was generally a high fever, sickness,
sometimes diarrhoea and very severe head pains. (Herald, 28/7/17) Farnham lost one of
its G P s in February, when Dr Miles joined the RAMC. The other practices each took a
share of his patients. A lot of them were in the army anyway.
Raw materials of all kinds were running short or being channelled into the war effort. When
the Herald was published on 17th March it had been reduced in size to only four small
pages. The editorial said this was because they were now only allowed one third of the
paper they had used in 1914. There had been an option to print fewer eight-page copies
and increase the price. However they preferred to maintain circulation.

Mounting casualties
“The Funeral took place with semi-military honours at Farnham cemetery on Tuesday
afternoon of Sapper William George Baker, R E, son of Mr Thomas Baker of Summerfield
Cottage, Badshot Lea. Deceased, who was 35 years of age had been serving about 2
years and previously followed the occupation of painter. He developed consumption
owing to the rigour of life in the trenches in France and died in Brompton Hospital, London,
on March 21st. The coffin, covered by a Union Jack was borne to the cemetery on a gun
carriage and was carried to the grave by members of the deceased’s regiment. The Rev C
J C Wright officiated.” (Herald, 31/3/17)
William Baker’s brother, Herbert, is also named on the Badshot Lea War Memorial. He
died on 22nd June 1918 as a result of a mustard gas attack, while serving with the 2nd
Battalion, the Welsh Regiment.
The 8th Queen’s were in billets behind the lines when another of the early recruits was
killed. “News has been received that Private Arthur J Rockell, of the Queen’s (RWS)
Regiment and son of Mr and Mrs J Rockell of Badshot Lea was killed in action on April
11th. The deceased, who was only 20 years of age, was, prior to joining the army,
employed by Messrs Frisby and Co, at Farnham. The Chaplain of the regiment, in
communicating with the deceased’s parents, stated that while in the officers mess with
some other men, a shell dropped, which wounded some men and killed the deceased.”
(Herald, 28/4/17) The Rockell family were stalwarts of the Primitive Methodist Chapel.
James Rockell was Superintendent of the Sunday school there as well as Badshot Lea
School caretaker. Arthur Rockell, who was in 8th Queen’s, D Company was another man
from the initial Roll of Honour. He is buried in Bully Grenay Cemetery, 20 km. north of
Arras. A month later the village was saddened by another obituary in the Herald.
“We regret to announce that Pte Frank Dormer of the Queens R W S Regiment, who we
announced last week had been shot in the head during fighting in Palestine, has since
died in hospital in Alexandria. He joined the staff on leaving college in 1909 under the
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headmastership of Mr C R Mansell and remained at Badshot Lea until he enlisted shortly
after the outbreak of war, together with Mr Hyde of Elstead. They went through the
Gallipoli campaign together. Mr Hyde being wounded, and subsequently resuming his
profession, whilst Mr Dormer passed through this phase of the war scathe less. He came
home to Farnborough on leave in November and was taken ill there; with the result that he
missed his draft back. He eventually rejoined his regiment in action at Gaza. He received
gunshot wounds in the head, from which he died.” (Herald, 2/6/17).
It was a terrible few months in Badshot Lea though there was some better news. Cpl
Horace King, whose parents lived at 17 Hydes Cottages, won the Military Medal during the
Battle of Arras. He had been top boy in the school. “He is only 21 and in the 1st Queen’s.
He was in charge of a small party of men and for 36 hours was engaged in the hazardous
task of maintaining a supply of bombs and ammunition, being such that it was necessary
to crawl with the supplies on their stomachs. It happened on 20 May 1917. He has 2
brothers serving, Sapper Walter King, RE and Lance Corp Charles King, Labour Battalion
the Queen’s” (Herald, 18/8/17)

Trombonist Ernest Holdup was one of six members of the Badshot Lea Brass Band
who joined Kitchener’s army in September 1914. He died on 22nd September 1917 at
the Battle of the Menin Road, aged 22, while serving with the 10th Queens. He has no
known grave.

The Home Front
Another Fete was held at Aldershot Manor to pay off the Parsonage debt. The
congregation of St Michael’s Church, Aldershot took the lead and Princess Alice, Countess
of Athlone, performed the opening ceremony. Because of its links with Aldershot, Badshot
Lea could usually count on important sponsors. The Fete successfully cleared all the
parish debts and left a balance of £63-4-3. The Herald congratulated the Rev Durrant on
his fine achievement. (Herald, 11/8/17)
1917, the 3rd year of the war, saw the greatest effect so far under the “Defence of the
Realm Acts”. As usual Superintendent Simmons enforced the regulations ruthlessly in his
division. One who fell foul of the Aliens Act was a young French girl, Suzanne Pradel. She
was staying in the Sands with Mrs May Radford at Dormicot over Christmas before
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spending a few days in Wolverhampton. Her failure to tell the Registration Officer of her
movements cost her 5/-. Police Chief Simmonds pointed out “that if aliens failed to register
they got lost track of”. (Herald, 20/1/17)
The authorities had also been keeping track of men liable for war service by using the
national register. A man was supposed to give notice if he moved but inevitably, as with
the poll tax, some tried to disappear. Employers had to pass on lists of all male employees
aged between 18 and 41 to the Recruiting Office every month. Francis Porcher of
Frensham pleaded guilty before the Farnham Bench for failing to post a list of male
employees aged between 18 and 41 on his premises. Porcher said that the man the police
were investigating had been rejected twice, and he had no idea he needed to put up a list.
He was fined 5/-. There were few hiding places. (Herald, 28/10/16) Photography and
drawing or even possessing a camera or materials in the streets was banned in the area.
The rules did not apply to studios or private houses. (Herald, 20/10/17)
Children and women “did their bits” in ever-stranger ways. Hale school children collected
two tons of conkers for munitions, while those at East Street School managed to collect a
ton, (Herald, 20/10/17) Conkers are a source of acetone. Lady Howard, of Diall House,
Gold Hill was collecting moss for the French Wounded Emergency Fund. It was apparently
needed to stuff stretcher pillows. She believed that children could collect suitable moss in
the local woods.
The authorities kept up the propaganda. Another important documentary war film was
shown at the Palace in April. It was called the Battle of the Ancre and featured the
“Advance of the Tanks”. The public were very impressed with these new machines. The
first large-scale use of tanks was a key element in the initial breakthrough at Cambrai on
20th November 1917. The bells of St Andrew’s Church were rung for the first time in 3
years, but it was another false dawn. A 19-year-old officer in the 6th Queen’s, 2nd Lt John
Coldham Knight, was killed in the battle. He was the nephew of John Henry Knight, who
had also died on 8th September, There is a memorial to Lt Knight in the Church at Tilford.

St George’s Girls Club performing a play in aid of church funds in June 1917. The
fairy in the centre of the front row is the Rev Durrant’s daughter, Veronica. Phyllis
Javes, standing at the back lost her brother, Robert, on the Somme.
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At Christmas in Badshot Lea School the ever-optimistic Rev Durrant addressed the staff
and members of his Sunday school. He said they were there because the old Mission
Room was now too small. He revealed that he had plans for a church room in the grounds
of St George’s after the war. (Herald, 22/12/17) It was finally built 85 years later!

1918
By the end of 1917 the civilian population mainly consisted of children, women, older men
and the unfit. Lads were called up at 18, but as a result of public pressure they could not
now be sent to the front until their 19th birthday.
Women were now fully engaged in the war effort. Local girls worked at the Aircraft Factory
and at firms such as the printers, Gale and Poldens. Farmers, like Fred Tice, employed
Land Army girls and later he was to marry one, Muriel Middleton. Women appeared in
military uniform in increasing numbers. The Herald noted that when Alice Roe acted as
bridesmaid at the marriage of Pte Walter Roe to Lilly Marshall she wore WAAC uniform.
Walter, whose family lived in Watery (now Water) Lane, was another member of the brass
band who had rushed to enlist in September 1914. (Herald, 26/1/18)
In 1918 Badshot Lea Conservative Working Men’s Club was the main secular organisation
in the village, even if their hut was an alcohol-free zone. Despite the war, the ageing
membership held their annual New Year’s entertainment. It was one of the few occasions
when they had the “privilege of bringing their lady friends”. The Secretary, Mr W Davis
“expressed seasonal greetings.” There were songs from Mrs Windibank, Miss Walker and
Miss Fostekew. Sgt Casterton and Corporals Bennet and Simkiss, ASC, also sang, as did
Special Constable Gibbs. (Herald, 12/1/18)
It is probable that the food was somewhat limited. The newspapers of the time still make
bleak reading. In January the Herald reported another meatless weekend. When the
butchers’ shops closed, fish prices rocketed beyond those which the poor could pay. The
price of a tin of beef jumped overnight from 1/6d to 1/9d. (Herald, 2/3/18)

Rationing
The Government now had no alternative but to impose more controls and rationing.
Farnham Council arranged for a communal kitchen in Church House. When it was up and
running they would try to deal with the problem of feeding the school children of Hale and
Badshot Lea. (Herald, 9/2/18) There was serious concern about malnutrition among the
children. In Badshot Lea a maternity centre was opened in the Mission Room under the
auspices of the Urban Council Maternity and Child Welfare Committee. The hours were
from 2:30- 3:30 pm on alternate Fridays and the MOH, Dr Sloman, and Nurse Taylor
attended the opening session. (Herald, 9/2/18) In August the scheme was declared a
success throughout the district. In the Lea 37 mothers had made 106 visits between them.
Ten new babies had joined. (Herald, 17/8/18)
The Church House kitchen opened every weekday from 12:00 –2:00 pm. A typical menu
was as follows: - Soup, 2d; Vegetable Pie, 2d ; Beans and Tomatoes, 2d ; Marmalade
Pudding, 2d ; Milk Pudding 1d and Potatoes 1d. (6/3/18) It would have been little
consolation to know it was much worse in Germany. There the winter of 1917/18 is
remembered as the “turnip winter”. (Herald, 16/3/18)
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Ration cards were initially intended for butter and margarine. Meat was then included in
the scheme but that required a separate card. There were some delays in issuing the
cards. A national paper blamed this on district councils, much to the annoyance of the
local Food Control Committee. Local shops, such as Home and Colonial, ran
advertisements asking their regular customers to register with them. It seems to have
worked. “The advent of the rationing scheme has resulted in the disappearance of queues
in Farnham except at the office of the Executive Officer of the Food Control Committee.
The office was besieged by enquiries and the entrance hall was quite full at times. The
inauguration seems quite successful.” (Herald, 2/3/18)

The Badshot Lea Primitive Methodist Harvest Festival in 1917. Mrs Tring’s two
daughters on the right both lost their husbands. Mr Rockell on the left of the altar
lost his son. Despite the food shortages there is no lack of marrows!
The Council, which had lost many of its highway staff, was concerned about the
deteriorating state of the roads. It could not do much about the excessive military traffic so
it took on the Traction Company, and urged it to slow its buses to a maximum speed of ten
miles per hour instead of twelve. (Herald, 9/3/18)
The Herald increased its price from 1d to 1 1/2d on 23rd March, but despite its limited size
was still keen to include letters from the troops. Pte Arthur Scantlebury , 1/5th Queens,
had written to his mother about the fighting 50 miles from Baghdad, in what was then
Mesopotamia. (Herald, 9/3/18) Although the Western Front swallowed up most British
resources it was nevertheless a World War.
On the Somme the German army had withdrawn and dug in on the Hindenburg Line
towards the end of 1917. Before the Americans could build up strength in Europe they
attacked in massive strength on 23rd March. It has been described as the last day of trench
warfare. The British Army, which was now largely made up of conscripts fell back fighting
hard all the way. In desperation 18-year-old lads were rushed to the Front. In places the
Germans advanced up to 30 miles in 3 weeks. The Front never stabilised again.
The government became increasingly worried about public morale and efforts were made
to stiffen resolve. From its issue of 6th April, until the end of the war, the Herald carried a
“War Supplement”. The print quality was better than the main paper; it carried stirring
reports of allied successes and there were pictures in plenty, with cartoons and maps. This
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was no local effort, because it had no local content; there was only national news. The
War Supplement carried an article about “Propaganda tours”, describing how mobile
cinemas were going round the country showing films of navy ships, submarines, and the
army in France etc. (Herald, 5/10/18)
Some of the nurses in local military hospitals were commended. They included Miss A H
Anderson, Miss E R Anderson, Miss D Donald, Miss C Oaks, and Miss F Oaks of
Waverley Abbey Auxiliary Hospital. Nurse Miss D Badham and Nurse Mrs K Mackenzie
from the Hill Auxiliary Hospital, the Sister in Charge at the Highlands Auxiliary Hospital,
Miss A Seignior and Nurse Miss M Clutton at Highlands also had their names forwarded to
the Secretary for War. (Herald, 23/3/18)
The shortages got worse and tea was rationed in June. From 15th June the Herald
announced that it could only sell previously ordered copies. Pte Herbert Reeves, Machine
Gun Corps, killed himself on the railway line at North Camp. He had been badly wounded
at Arras. (Herald, 13/7/18)

The Canadians
The dominions, Australia, New Zealand and Canada had declared war along with Britain in
1914, and many of the men who fought in their units had been born in England. Two of the
Claringbold brothers, Charles and John, originally from Badshot Lea, served in the 166th
Canadian Rifles. John had left his wife in Toronto to enlist and he had lied about his age.
(He was actually older than he claimed.) Pte Claringbold was killed on 3rd October 1918
near Cambrai, having transferred to the Canadian Machine Gun Corps. He is buried in
Naves Communal Cemetery.
Influenza, which was to prove such a killer later in the year, was recorded in the Herald
among men of 136th Canadian Forestry Corps at Black Lake Camp, Tilford, in June. It
caused the opening of a new YMCA hut to be postponed. (Herald, 29/6/18). Influenza also
struck down seventy of the Gordon Boys at their summer camp in Farnham Park. (Herald,
13/7/18) East Street School was closed when staff caught flu, but no deaths were
mentioned. The YMCA hut was opened a week later by Princess Alice, who called in to
visit patients at Waverley Abbey Hospital on the way. The Canadians were employed in
the area to exploit the extensive pine plantations for pit props etc. It was a big operation
and when it seemed that the trees on Crooksbury Hill might come down there were protest
letters to the Herald.
A baseball match was held in aid of the Red Cross, on 22nd June at Broomleaf, when 136th
Corp took on 101st Corp, which was stationed at Virginia Water. The pipe band of the 8th
Canadian Reserve Regiment played in the afternoon. (Herald, 22/6/18) The Canadians
later ran athletics championship to support the Children’s Convalescent Home at Tilford in
September. It too was at Broomleaf and admission cost 8d. (Herald, 7/9/18)
Unfortunately the Canadians’ image was tarnished in July. Three of the thirteen Danes
they employed at their sawmill started a drunken punch up in South Street. It was said that
they were not very industrious but had been no trouble until then. At a special sitting of the
Farnham Bench, Jensen, Nielson and Jacobson were accused of attacking a military
police sergeant in an attempt to rescue a drunken Canadian from custody. “A rough and
tumble ensued, in which soldiers, police and civilians took part in an endeavour to get the
Danes to the police station.” (Herald, 27/7/18) Neither the magistrates nor Superintendent
Simmonds were amused. The three Danes got heavy fines.
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One of our new American allies was in trouble as well. An officer called Theodore Hosteller
was summoned for driving without proper lights. He said he was on leave after being
wounded and thought his petrol permit covered him as a driving licence. The bench were
lenient and the case was dismissed, though Theodore had to pay costs. (Herald, 15/6/18)
July 8th to July 13th was designated as Farnham’s War Weapons Week. The public was
urged to buy National War Bonds. The advertisement said that £5,000 would buy an
aeroplane. “We would like to send four; still better to send more.” (Herald, 6/7/18) The
town raised £40,000 only to be rebuffed when it asked for a plane to be named Farnham.

Towards Victory
In the summer, the German spring offensive faltered and the tide turned decisively in the
allies’ favour. Field Marshall Sir Douglas Haig and the British high command had learned
some valuable lessons over the previous years and the French General, Foch, was put in
overall command of the Allied Armies. They went on to the offensive on 8th August and
steadily pushed the Germans back. The killing went on and 1918 produced the highest
British casualties of the war. Badshot Lea had its share.
“Pte A J Hockley, (24) Royal Scots Fusiliers, son of Mr and Mrs T Hockley, Crown
Cottages, Badshot Lea was killed in action in France on 18th August. He joined the
Queen’s in January 1916 and after being transferred to the Scots Fusiliers went to France
only a short time before he was killed. (Herald, 21/9/18)” Arthur was serving with the 2nd
Royal Scots, which was at the time attached to the South African Brigade, 9th Division. He
has no known grave but he is commemorated on the Ploegsteert memorial in Belgium.

Christopher Patrick

Arthur Hockley

Another man from the village who died that year was Christopher Patrick. He was
accidentally drowned in the river in Iraq on 20th July, after his regiment, 1/5th Queen’s had
fought its way up through Ramadie. Christopher had been a market gardener before the
war. He was secretary of the village slate club and played football and cricket for the
village. Pte Patrick was buried in Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery, where his
tombstone was destroyed by Saddam Hussein’s regime. His Commanding Officer, Capt
Whittington wrote to Mrs Patrick, “From a soldiering point of view we can ill afford to lose
so excellent a man, and from a personal point of view we all feel we have lost a true friend.
I have known your husband very well from the time he joined my company, and for some
time past he has done very valuable work as regimental policeman. He was always
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cheerful, willing and a splendid soldier.” (Herald, 5/10/18) By August the hops, which had
suffered blight earlier, were generally good. But only one third of the 1914 acreage had
survived. Nearly all the hop gardens in Frensham had been grubbed up and Mr Frampton
was growing none at Old Park or elsewhere. Fred Tice was still very much in business at
Runfold and expected nearly a ton to the acre. Messers Bide still had 24 acres, mainly in
Badshot Lea and Runfold with a promising plantation at Beavers Hill. (Herald, 24/8/18)
The Ministry of Food was worried about the failure of the standard fruit crop. Food and
education committees were asked to take urgent steps to gather blackberries and crab
apples. It was suggested that this should be organised locally and Surrey and Hants Fruit
and Vegetable Society was appointed to do the job in Surrey. The fruit was sent to the
nearest jam factory. Messrs J E Austin at Kingston would pay full food controllers prices
(3d per lb for blackberries), and they could take 100 tons or more. (Herald, 24/8/18) The
scholars of Badshot Lea School picked a few lbs of blackberries. They were still “doing
their bit” So too were those who responded to an appeal for fruit stones and nutshells,
which could be left at the council offices for dispatch. They were needed to make carbon
for gas helmets and the “need was urgent and national.” (Herald, 17/8/18) This really was
all-out and total war!
Now the war became a race to defeat Germany before food supplies ran out. Applications
on “green reference leaves” for new ration books had to be in by 21st September. In the
Lea the Rev Durrant agreed to use his house as a collection point. (Herald, 14/9/18) No
doubt he checked that nobody was overlooked. The fat ration was cut to four ounces of
margarine and one ounce of butter per week. (Herald, 19/10/18) Poultry was rationed.
Bread, now contained a proportion of potato powder and some bizarre regulations were
enforced to prevent hoarding of bread. James Hall, the Badshot Lea baker, came before
the Farnham Bench summoned for carrying bread, which had not been made twelve
hours.” George Childs saw the defendant’s cart in Adams Park Road. When the witness
examined the loaves he found them to be new. And the defendant eventually admitted
they were 9 hours old. He didn’t know if any loaves were actually sold. The defendant
admitted the offence and said he put a few loaves on the cart because he did not think he
had enough stale bread for his customers. He had not actually sold any new bread. The
bench did not think it was a bad case and fined him 5/-. (Herald, 12/10/18)
The Herald had carried a coal rationing order in the 13th July edition, and then in
September there was another notice about the reasons that less coal must be burnt. Like
many other notices the Government had placed it was intended to keep up morale. Under
the banner headline “British Sacrifice” the notice explained that the coal was speeding the
arrival of American soldiers. “We have bartered coal for neutral ships to bring Americans.
And we must provide still more coal to bring and maintain still more Americans. The
American army and British coal are now the great deciding factors. We sacrificed our coal
at home to make the American effort possible. We are now reaping the reward thanks to
British coal. The worst is over. Nothing but heart failure can prevent us achieving a real
victory” (Herald, 28/9/18)

Influenza
The worst was far from over. As winter approached and coal sheds were empty, Influenza
came back in a far more virulent form. The reports in the Herald suggest that there were
initially attempts to play it down. At the end of October, at a meeting of the Farnham Rural
District Council, the Medical Officer of Health, Dr C E Tanner, said -“there is a great deal of
nonsense talked about the present epidemic.” He admitted there were a large number of
cases, mainly of a mild type, about. Wrecclesham and the Ash schools had been closed.
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“I do not think it is a good idea to close the schools to prevent the spread of the epidemic,
as the children are less likely to get it in well-ventilated large classrooms than in a smallunventilated house. No doubt the prolonged strain of the war and the restricted diet may
account for the rather feeble resisting power of the people, but this can only be a small
factor.” (Herald, 2/11/18)
The recent epidemic at Bramshott
Camp (among Canadian soldiers)
illustrated this. The deaths were all
among strong healthy men, and the
virulence of the attack was probably
because they had not previously come
into contact with flu. The only remedy Dr
Tanner recommended was to sniff and
gargle with a mixture of salt and
permanganate of potash three times a
day. The following week it was reported
that the influenza epidemic had reached
the area. Badshot Lea, East Street,
West Street and the Church Schools
were closed and there had been 2
deaths in Farnham and 2 in Hale. (This
report is for the urban district.) The
epidemic was not diminishing. (Herald,
9/11/18)
In Aldershot the Traction Company were
following army advice and spraying their
buses, garages and offices with
formaldehyde at frequent intervals. They
were supplying antiseptic gargles as
well as serving bread and hot Bovril or
Oxo twice a day. (Herald, 9/11/18) As
the epidemic reached its peak there was
near chaos in the infirmary, which
already was over full with fifty military
inmates. Dr Hussey, the Medical Officer,
cleared two small rooms to make
isolation wards for flu victims. This
worked until 31st October when a
woman
with
undiagnosed
septic
influenza was admitted by mistake.
Soon 8 nurses had succumbed and
things turned desperate. In the Urban
District the official death toll from
influenza in 1918 was fifteen. (Herald, 23/11/18)
The Medical Officer of Health received a circular dated 3rd November 1918 from the Local
Government Board calling for details of the influenza figures. It was published the following
September. In it he said - “There was a sort of preliminary epidemic for three or four weeks
in July but it was not very severe. It however reappeared about 20th October and continued
into the first week in December. All the deaths, except an isolated case (in January)
occurred in the last week of October and the first three weeks in November. I have no
definite evidence as to the introduction of the disease into the district but in both July and
in October the first cases occurred in Badshot Lea, between which and Aldershot there is
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a great deal of inter-communication. From Badshot Lea it came to the east of the town and
Hale and then to the west end of the town”. (Herald, 21/9/19) An earlier report in the
Herald, on 7th December 1918 had given the week-by-week breakdown. There were two
deaths in the last week of October two in the first week of November, nine in the second
week of November. (Herald, 7/12/18) In Farnham the Armistice on 11th November
coincided with the very height of the influenza epidemic.
Influenza also claimed the life of (Alfred) Edward Hopgood, 1st King’s Dragoon Guards in
India. He was an old boy of Badshot Lea School and his parents lived in Green Lane.

Armistice.
By the autumn it had become apparent from the national press that Germany was
prepared to negotiate and that an armistice was coming soon. On the morning of Monday
11th November, 1918 it is probable that people in the Lea got the latest news on the grape
vine from Aldershot. Once peace was confirmed the shops closed in Farnham, and at 4pm
Castle Street was packed for prayers of thanksgiving.
When the good news reached Badshot Lea; “a number of people at once made their way
to the Church as the most fitting place in which to spend their first moments of
thankfulness. When at 12 o’clock the church bell was rung they engaged in prayer and
intercession, led by Mrs Durrant (in the absence of her husband, who was teaching at the
Grammar School.) “The National Anthem was sung and the St Georges flag hoisted.” At
7pm there was another service with a packed congregation. (Herald, 16/11/18) No doubt
down the road the Methodists met in gratitude as well, and a good few pints were sunk in
the Cricketers and the Crown. P C Shortridge was a man who liked a glass or two.
Britain had beaten Germany on the home front as well as the battlefield. Here, most
people were hungry and in the cities, where there was no access to allotments or food
from the hedgerows some were malnourished. The Germans were starving because of the
effective blockade by the Royal Navy. There had been unrest, strikes and riots over there
and the Kaiser was forced into exile in the Netherlands.
Everyone must have had a great desire to get back to something like pre-war normality. In
Badshot Lea the problem of drainage, both for sewage and land drainage was urgent.
Much of the housing was by modern standards quite unfit for human habitation. Only a
month ago the Sanitary Committee had served notice on the owners of Bide’s cottages to
bring them up to standard. (Herald, 5/10/18) There had been similar problems at Ebenezer
Cottages and the “Mansions”, adjoining the Cricketers. Poor Mr House, who had taken
over as Head-teacher, when Mr Rankine joined the army was not really medically fit. The
school logbook reveals that the classes were seriously overcrowded and ill-equipped. The
managers hadn’t met formally for two years. The government decided that key workers
should be demobbed first and Mr Rankine resumed command at the school in February
1919.
A general election was called for 14th December. It was the first in which propertied women
over thirty had the vote, and also the first in which the Labour Party contested the
Farnham seat. A Farnham branch had been formed in early November 1918. (Herald,
9/11/18) The adopted Labour candidate was a Corporal in the RAMC, John Hayes, who
came second behind the Tories.
Arthur Robins, the dairy farmer at Park Farm, had represented Badshot Lea on the Urban
District Council during the war. The various extra committees and tribunals created
throughout the period had put a very heavy workload on men like Robins. He was the only
34

man among the six councillors representing Hale and Badshot ward who lived in the
village. At the local elections in March, George Langrish of Badshot Farm was a
candidate. Langrish, another of the same few workhorses who sat on the church and
school committees, only got 60 votes and failed to get elected. There were bitter
complaints from the Lea that the only polling station had been at Hale Schools and it is not
surprising that only 20 or so voters from the village had turned out. At the following election
there was a polling station at Badshot Lea School.

The Home Coming
Among those most keen to come home were the prisoners of war. A lucky few, like
Sergeant F Mitchell of Crescent Cottages Heath End, were repatriated early through the
auspices of the Dutch Red Cross. Mitchell, who served in the Royal Suffolk Regiment, had
caught a sniper’s bullet in the knee. The Germans had not ill-treated him but conditions in
the camps varied considerably. (Herald, 28/9/18) The repatriated soldiers of the Queen’s
Regiment proudly paraded through Guildford. Among those named was J A Porter of
Badshot Lea. (Herald, 19/2/19) He was the brother of Ted Porter, who was captured at Le
Cateau in 1914. At least six men from the village had been taken prisoner.
German prisoners had been employed locally during the war, and some were still working
for the Canadian Forestry Corps at Black Lake Camp. Tree felling had stopped and the
sawmill closed, before the precious Crooksbury pines could come down. While the
Germans were waiting to be repatriated, four were tragically killed when a lorry they were
riding on overturned. The Herald devoted several columns to the inquest. The verdict was
that they were accidentally crushed to death by the load of logs. (Herald, 21/12/18)
The decision to demob the key workers first caused considerable resentment, not least
among the surviving Kitchener volunteers. The men came home in dribs and drabs and
were welcomed back to the Lea. “A very successful social was held at the schools on
Friday evening last week, when a Welcome Home was given to the men of the village from
German prison camps, demobilized or home on leave.” There were about 180 present and
the Rev Durrant opened by giving a few words of welcome. There were refreshments,
games and dancing.” (Herald, 8/2/19) Pte H A Robins, son of Arthur Robins got back in
March having served four years in the Hants Carabineers. Since the Armistice he had
been with the army of occupation in Cologne. (Herald, 15/3/19)

In May the Conservative Working Men’s Club held a smoking concert in the building
shown above. “The Secretary, Mr Davis, voiced the welcome to those who had safely
returned and hoped they might be spared many years to enjoy the comforts of the club. Mr
W Hole (late Lieutenant in the Hants Regiment), Mr T Boulter (late RGA), Mr J Deacon
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and Mr A Deadman contributed to the evening and their singing was much appreciated.”
The Chairman, Mr J Hole, thanked all who had contributed and the meeting closed with
the national anthem. Thirty-six members of the club had served in the forces, and all had
returned except for six who have volunteered for further service. (Herald, 3/5/19) By June
1919, the Club, which is still thriving in the Lea today, had over 150 members.

Peace
There were eight months of negotiating before peace came with the signing of the treaty of
Versailles, on 28th June 1919. That marked the official end of the war with Germany but
local conflicts continued in the Baltic and elsewhere. British soldiers remained in Europe
and some still died. Rifleman Arthur Loveland, of the Rifle Brigade had fought through the
last months of the war only to be drowned, a fortnight after his mother had re-married in
Badshot Lea. She had been expecting him home on leave at the end of the week. His C O
wrote “ He had asked his NCO to go bathing with two others in a mine crater and got out of
his depth. Apparently he could not swim. I can assure you every effort was made to save
him. He was a good lad, willing and able and never any trouble.” (Herald, 23/8/19)
When the signing of the peace treaty reached Badshot Lea there was general rejoicing.
“The younger members of the village caused a deal of amusement with their “Tin Band”
which although not strictly musical was undoubtedly joyful. Nearly everybody who was
“anybody” had their house bedecked with flags and later in the evening a large bonfire was
lit on the Green. There were a large number of fireworks let off and the festivities did not
end until a late hour.” (Herald, 12/7/19)
Farnham held its Peace Celebrations on Saturday 19th July 1919 with a sports day in the
park for past or present servicemen and their wives. It was a fun event, with sack races,
egg and spoon races for the ladies and blindfold driving for both sexes! No competitor was
to receive more than two prizes. In the Lea “the Dockers” celebrated as a community.
“The new flag presented by Mr Aldridge was hoisted on the flagstaff, presented by Messrs
Borelli and Falkner. It was raised by Mr Durrant and the company sang the national
anthem. The flags of St Georges Church and the Schools were also flying. Most shops
and houses were decorated. In the evening a large number of residents visited the
festivities in the park and at dusk there was a bonfire on the Green. (Herald, 26/7/19)
The Chairman of the Urban District Council, Mr Baigent, signed 1500 illuminated
certificates for all who had served in the Great War and these were given out over the next
few months. Those for the Badshot Lea men were given to the Rev Durrant to distribute at
a “smoker” at the School in November 1919, attended by 120 people. Some of the key
players had been on the same platform at the recruiting meeting in the village in
September 1914. On this occasion Mr Rankine and the staff had decorated the hall with
flags and bunting, and the VIP’s included Brig General Brereton of Badshot House, Mr
Robins, Mr Baigent and the Town Clerk, Mr J W Wright. Mr Durrant extended a welcome
to the men and wished them a happy evening. “He had often wondered during the war
how many would return and at a gathering like that smoke the pipe of peace together.
Thirty seven had laid down their lives and they had kept their memory that morning, and
he hoped those present had come home to a prosperous and happy life.” (Herald,
15/11/19)

Epilogue
For many the Parson’s wish came true but others had difficulty coping. Most veterans
rarely spoke of the war except to those with whom they had shared the experience. Many
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who had been wounded had permanent disability and carried on with great courage.
Others turned to alcohol and religion.
In December 1917 Mrs Wilkinson, of Bide’s cottages had received a letter from her
husband, Bill. The family still have it today. “I am sorry to tell you that I have stopped one
of old Fritz’s pellets, he gave me a tap on the jaw so I am a few teeth short now.” This was
a classic understatement, because half of Bill’s jaw had been shot away and he had to
have eleven major operations to rebuild it. His special false teeth are now in the Army
dental collection. Among the many medical advancements to come out of the Great War
were new surgical procedures and the development of blood transfusion. Bill Wilkinson
was one of the tough ones. Although he carried some scars all his life he lived into his
eighties, a popular leading light of the Working Men’s Club.
My grandfather, Samuel Hewins came out of the Royal Engineers with his health broken
and a disability pension. This was stopped in 1923, after a board had declared him fit.
Within months he was dead from a heart attack. The post-mortem revealed a damaged
lung. It is possible that this resulted from a gas attack. The register of patients at
Crooksbury Sanatorium shows that among the patients being treated was William Sawyer,
a 22-year-old labourer from Farnham. He was there for 80 days at the end of 1921, and
the reason given was “gassed.”

Andrew Frank Patrick was perhaps typical of the returning soldiers. He suffered
some permanent disability from shrapnel wounds to the arm but he returned to a
good life in Badshot Lea. Although Frank, as he was known, served in the Queen’s
he was photographed in hospital in a borrowed artillery cap.
Worse, perhaps, were men with mental scars. In July 1919 PC Shortridge had to cut down
an ex-soldier in the village who had hanged himself, while in the Bourne another man had
turned a gun on himself. The coroner commented on the large numbers of such cases. In
1923 the Herald reported that a well-known man from the Lea, who suffered from
shellshock had escaped from Brookwood Mental Hospital and managed to get home. The
sympathetic Charlie Shortridge had picked him up in Aldershot. (Herald, 10/3/23)
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The great majority in the village knuckled down and tried to get back to something like
normality. The football Club was re-established in August 1919. Mr Durrant had kept a
junior side in being and now Mr W Watts was elected Captain and Mr George Hansford,
Secretary. (Herald, 30/8/19) Football in the Village has never looked back. An
entertainment Committee was formed in 1920 and they held their first event, a social and
whist drive. The winner was Boer War veteran Sergeant Cutbush. (Herald, 24/7/20). In the
heady days of the war in 1914 Cutbush had been wounded whist serving with the 16th
Lancers. In a letter written previously to his wife “he had remarked that he was fit for
twenty Germans”
(Herald, 14/11/14)
Sergeant C F Cope, of Crooksbury View, had joined the Royal Engineers in 1914 and
survived the war, only to die on 19th December 1919 in Tooting Military Hospital. On the
same day, his wife was told that Sgt Cope had been awarded the Military Medal. His son,
Master Frank Cope, aged four, received his father’s medal in a ceremony at Bordon camp
on 27th February 1920. General Lord Rawlinson, by then GOC Aldershot, presented it.
“Rawly” had commanded an army at the Somme under Field Marshal Haig and had been
responsible for many of the victories during the last 100 days of battle. Rawlinson and
Haig have been criticised by many writers, but in recent years both have been reassessed
and perhaps found less wanting. Significantly, in the years immediately after the war they
were widely respected. Also greatly respected was the Rev Durrant, who took on so many
responsibilities throughout the period and he was still remembered with affection in the
1980’s. Mr Durrant left the village in January 1921 to take up the living of St Cuthbert’s,
Copnor, Portsmouth. He was replaced by the Rev Metcalfe from St Barnabas Church,
Epsom.
By then unemployment among the ex–servicemen was noted in the Herald. The Urban
District Council agreed to create some extra jobs, including the next section of the Hale
and Badshot drainage. Priority would be given to married men. (Herald 8/1/21) The
Farnham and District War Relief Committee agreed that the present unemployment could
be counted as distress arising out of the war, and they agreed to use their funds to relieve
it. On Mr Morton Latham’s proposal, they granted £500 each to the Urban District and
Rural District Councils. (Herald 22/1/21) The long period of post-war depression had
started.
The names of the Badshot Lea’s fallen were inscribed on the Farnham War Memorial in
Gostrey Meadow, which was unveiled on 10th April 1921. Since an initial public meeting
held on 5th February 1919, Badshot Lea had planned to have its own memorial. However
as in some other local villages there was friction about the details. An un-named
correspondent wrote to the Herald about the feeling in Badshot Lea and the decision, “ to
put memorial tablets in the Church and Primitive Methodist Chapel, because of insufficient
funds for a memorial in a public open space.” He (or she) went on to call for a public
meeting. (Herald, 8/1/21)
This provoked an angry reply in the Herald of 22/1/21. “The only regret rife in the village is
one of sharp regret that no more than £42 could be raised for the purpose of erecting an
outdoor memorial for our fallen. The committee’s experience of public meetings – that
these were never attended by more than a score of adults - led them to circularise the
subscribers as to the disposal of the funds, since the sum raised was obviously inadequate
for the project. Accordingly, each subscriber was given a slip on which to indicate whether
his or her donation may go to a church or chapel memorial, or be divided. Of course
donations are returnable. The disposal of the fund concerns the subscribers alone. It was
impractical and also expensive to convene another meeting. W F Rankine, Hon Sec,
Memorial Committee.”
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Fortunately a highly appropriate compromise was found. “ At a meeting of the Farnham
Council Schools Committee a letter from Mr Rankine was read, asking for permission to
put the tablet on the outside wall of the school. Mrs Tice said the village had not raised
enough money for the original scheme. The trouble was that the chapel people did not like
the idea of the memorial being placed in the churchyard, which was originally agreed on. It
was thought that the difficulty could be got over by using the school wall. The Rector, Rev
Crum said they did not wish to prevent the church and chapel people of Badshot Lea
coming to a peaceful settlement.” (Herald 19/2/21)
The Committee sent a sympathetic letter asking for more details, and said it would need
Surrey County Council Approval. Having been given the proposed size and position of the
tablet, the School Managers recommended acceptance at their meeting on 2nd March
1921. On 5th May they reported that County had given their permission, but it was a
further two years before work was completed. It was finally ready for a service on
Armistice Day 1923.
“A most impressive service arranged by the united churches of Badshot Lea viz St
Georges and the Primitive Methodists was held around the memorial tablet at the
crossroads on Sunday at 10-45. A considerable number of ex-servicemen were
present. The memorial was suitably draped and surrounded with wreaths. Notable
was one from the Scouts on parade under Scoutmaster G Hansford. The service
was conducted by Rev Metcalfe and Mr W G Green of Bagshot, with Mr Neal as
organist. The silence was signalled by the Aldershot camp siren. The Last Post was
played by an Artillery trumpeter.”
(Herald, 17/11/23)
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